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HER EXCELLENCY’S REMARKS 
Special Luncheon in Her Honour by the Wives of African Heads of Mission,  

Female Ambassadors & Leaders of Japanese Women Groups 
Wednesday, May 18, 2016 

	
Thank	you,	and	Good	Afternoon,	Your	Excellences.			
	
I	must	express	at	the	very	beginning	my	appreciation	for	the	honour	to	join	you	for	lunch,	
my	dear	sisters,	and	also	share	some	thoughts	with	you.		
	
Earlier	 this	 morning,	 my	 husband	 and	 I	 had	 a	 very	 interesting	 interaction	 with	 Their	
Majesties,	the	Emperor	and	Empress.	I	was	struck	by	the	meticulous	care	and	preservation	
of	culture	and	tradition	in	what	is	one	of	the	most	technologically	advanced	countries.		
	
Visiting	the	beautiful	Akasaka	Palace	this	morning,	it	is	obvious	that	Japan	has	been	hugely	
successful	in	preserving	its	positive	cultural	heritage.	
	
Your	Excellences,		
I	 bring	 you	warm	greetings	 from	 the	Good	People	of	Ghana,	 and	 from	my	colleague	First	
Ladies	 across	 the	 continent	 of	 Africa.	 Less	 than	 a	 year	 ago,	 I	 took	 over	 the	 mantle	 as	
President	of	the	Organisation	of	African	First	Ladies	Against	HIV	and	AIDS	(OAFLA).		
	
Of	course	you	are	aware	that	OAFLA	was	formed	by	African	First	Ladies	at	the	height	of	the	
HIV/AIDS	 pandemic.	 It	was	meant	 as	 a	 vehicle	 for	 First	 Ladies	 of	 Africa	 to	mobilize	 time,	
effort,	education	and	resources	to	stop	the	AIDS	disease	from	ravaging	their	people.	Since	
then,	 the	 programmes	 being	 undertaken	 by	OAFLA	 have	 broadened	 considerably	 beyond	
just	eliminating	HIV/AIDS	to	 include	reducing	maternal	and	child	mortality,	controlling	and	
preventing	breast	and	cervical	cancers.		
	
Since	I	assumed	the	Presidency	of	OAFLA	we	have	also	included	the	campaign	to	end	child	
marriages	to	our	agenda.	Despite	our	broadened	programme	of	activities,	getting	new	HIV	
infections	to	zero	remains	a	principal	objective	for	us.	We	are	especially	worried	that	new	
HIV	infections	among	adolescents,	are	not	declining	quickly	enough,	as	compared	to	other	
segments	of	the	population.		
	
This	 concern	 prompted	 us	 earlier	 this	 year,	 to	 hold	 a	 meeting	 of	 OAFLA	 members	 and	
stakeholders	in	Accra.	Under	the	banner	of	the	7th	Africa	Conference	on	Sexual	and	Health	
Rights	we	launched	a	new	campaign	to	tackle	this	challenge.		
	
The	United	Continental	‘All-In’	Adolescent	HIV	Campaign,	which	was	launched	in	Accra,	will	
help	us	surmount	all	the	hurdles.	These	include	stigma,	discrimination	and	lack	of	education,	
and	 also	 harness	 the	 demographic	 dividend,	 for	 optimal	 productivity	 among	 the	 youth	 in	
our	population.		
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As	 African	 First	 Ladies	 we	 are	 determined	 to	 ensure	 an	 HIV	 free	 generation																																														
for	 the	continent	 through	education,	campaigns	and	the	provision	of	anti-retroviral	drugs,	
among	others.	
	
Your	Excellences	and	dear	sisters,	
At	the	Accra	Conference	we	also	outdoored	our	campaign	to	end	child	marriage.	Under	the	
MDGs,	 we	 made	 significant	 progress	 in	 virtually	 achieving	 universal	 primary	 education,	
including	gender	parity	in	enrolment.	
	
This	success	 is	 jeopardized	by	the	negative	tradition	of	withdrawing	especially	girl	children	
from	school	and	marrying	them	off	at	an	early	age.	Girl	children	in	some	case	as	young	as	12	
are	married	off	to	men	three	or	four	times	older	than	them.	This	deprives	them	not	only	of	
precious	 education,	 but	 is	 also	 responsible	 for	 increased	maternal	 deaths,	 fistulas,	 infant	
and	child	mortality,	depression,	and	even	in	some	cases,	suicide.	
	
As	mothers	 it	 is	 our	 duty,	more	 than	 anyone	 else,	 to	 prevent	 our	 little	 girl	 children	 from	
being	married	off	to	men	they	do	not	know,	do	not	love,	and	who	are	far	older	than	them.	
We	have	fought	a	long	battle	to	achieve	the	success	in	sending	the	girl	child	to	school.	We	
cannot	sit	and	see	that	achievement	whittled	away.	
	
In	 Ghana,	 government	 policy	 is	 helping	 us	 greatly	 in	 ensuring	 that	 girls	 stay	 in	 school.	
Expansion	 of	 access	 to	 secondary	 education	means	 that	more	 girls	 are	 staying	 in	 school,	
beyond	the	basic	school	level.	Remaining	in	school	till	they	complete	3rd	year	of	senior	high	
means	 they	 are	 able	 to	 attain	 the	 age	 of	 18,	 which	 is	 considered	 the	 age	 of	maturity	 in	
Ghana.		
	
As	women	we	have	our	own	peculiar	challenges.	These	are	made	more	difficult	by	our	ever	
evolving	 complex	 world.	 In	 Ghana	 therefore,	 I	 work	 closely	 with	 the	Ministry	 of	 Gender	
Children	and	Social	Protection.	This	ministry	does	a	lot	of	work	to	empower	women,	support	
and	promote	children’s	rights,	and	gives	assistance	to	the	poor	and	vulnerable.		
	
Through	 my	 organisation,	 the	 Lordina	 Foundation,	 I	 have	 been	 providing	 an	 influential	
support	 to	 the	 Ministry.	 We	 work	 to	 supplement	 the	 work	 of	 the	 ministry	 and	 not	 to	
duplicate	 it.	We	are	therefore	also	 implementing	a	well-developed	set	of	 interventions,	to	
meet	the	objectives	of	my	Foundation.		
	
We	 have	 been	 working	 to	 empower	 our	 women	 and	 equip	 them	 with	 the	 necessary	
resources	and	 skills	 to	promote	 their	own	welfare,	 as	well	 as	 cater	 for	 the	needs	of	 their	
children	and	other	dependents.		
	
Over	the	last	couple	of	years,	we	have	and	will	continue,	to	provide	material	and	financial	
support	to	orphanages	 in	the	country.	We	are	also	facilitating	the	construction	of	modern	
accommodation	for	toddlers	in	two	of	the	orphanages.	
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One	 of	 our	 high	 profile	 programmes	 is	 the	 organisation	 of	 periodic	 medical	 outreach	
programmes	 to	mostly	under-served	 communities	 in	Ghana.	During	 these	outreaches,	we	
conduct	free	cervical,	breast	cancer	and	HIV	tests,	and	provide	education	on	these	diseases	
for	the	general	public,	especially	women.	
	
Another	of	our	popular	modules,	 involves	providing	skills	and	vocational	training	to	create	
opportunities	for	girls	and	women.	We	also	present	these	trainees	with	tools	of	their	trade,	
including	sewing	machines,	hair	dryers,	embroidery	machines,	and	many	other	equipment	
with	which	they	can	begin	life.	
	
With	the	support	of	Medshare	USA,	our	support	for	deprived	health	facilities	has	been	most	
successful.	 We	 have	 distributed	 vital	 medical	 supplies,	 and	 equipment,	 to	 more	 than	 50	
District	Hospitals	and	Health	Centres,	across	the	length	and	breadth	of	Ghana.		
	
In	education,	we	support	schools	and	facilitate	scholarships	for	needy	students	to	study	in	
Ghana	and	abroad.	
	
But	perhaps	our	most	acclaimed	programme	is	our	work	with	the	Gambaga	‘witches’	camp.		
This	is	a	desolate	community,	to	which	women,	mostly	elderly	women	accused	of	witchcraft	
seek	 refuge,	when	 they	 are	 compelled	 to	 abscond	 from	 their	 homes,	 under	 the	 threat	of	
death	or	torture.		
	
The	 first	 time	 I	visited	the	camp,	 I	wept	openly.	These	women	 lived	 in	abject	poverty	and	
misery.	Working	together	with	government	and	our	partners,	we	have	brought	smiles	back	
to	the	faces	of	these	women.		
	
We	are	currently	 facilitating	 the	construction	of	a	vocational	 school	 in	 the	camp,	 to	 teach	
the	women,	 and	 their	 children,	 useful	 skills	 in	 order	 to	 be	 self-sustaining.	 The	 vocational	
school	comes	with	improved	accommodation,	with	modern	sanitation	facilities.								
	
Your	Excellences	and	dear	sisters,		
There	are	many	more	issues	affecting	women,	but	we	are	resolved	to	tackle	them	head	on.		
As	women,	we	 find	 that	our	 responsibilities	 keep	 increasing	 in	our	ever	evolving	 complex	
world.	There	is	always	room	in	the	world	for	more	love	and	more	care.		
	
As	the	motto	of	my	Foundation	says	“The	more	we	share,	the	more	we	have”.	In	our	own	
corner,	 and	 in	 our	 own	 small	ways,	we	must	 contribute	 all	 that	we	 can,	 in	 order	 to	 help	
make	 this	 world	 a	 better	 place	 for	 others,	 than	we	 found	 it.	 Together	 we	 can	 empower	
women	all	over	the	globe	and	help	to	heal	our	ailing	world.			
	
Like	our	host	Japan,	we	must	learn	to	preserve	what	is	positive	in	our	heritage,	and	culture,	
and	jettison	the	practices	that	are	harmful	and	degrading.	In	Africa	there	is	a	lot	we	can	be	
proud	off,	and	we	must	preserve.	But	there	is	also	a	lot	that	we	must	discard	such	as	child	
marriage.		
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As	First	Ladies	of	Africa,	we	are	prepared	to	show	leadership	in	this	arena	and	I	am	sure	we	
can	count	on	your	support.	
	
Thank	you,	ladies	and	gentlemen,	for	this	opportunity.		
	
Let’s	enjoy	our	lunch.		
	


